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Are There Avant-garde Artists in China?

My point is that there is only avant-garde art,
but no avant-garde expert. Being avant-garde
means to present the performance instead of
absent preparation.
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Are there avant-garde artists in China? No! The question can also
be asked in this way: Are there Chinese artists always playing the role
of a vanguard in the art world circle? No! If an artist cannot always play
the role of a vanguard, then how can he be called an avant-garde artist?
My point is that there is only avant-garde art, but no avant-garde expert.
Being avant-garde means to present the performance instead of absent
preparation. When an avant-garde work is born, we call the “creator” of
the piece an avant-garde artist. The reputation, however, does not last

forever based solely on the quality of the work.

Avant-garde art is a visual representation of culture and technology.
Compared with the tradition of avant-garde art, the new generation of
avant-garde art is characterized by realist and surrealist images, films
and audio-visual works produced by using digital techniques. China’s
digital technology has lagged behind that of Western countries for several
decades. We are not able to produce virtual films like “Star Wars” and
“Jurassic Park” even today. Few renowned Chinese artists are devoted
to this new field. The conceptual animation and 3D images presented in
Yuan Xiaofang’s Flight Project and Li Luming’s Communist Diary are like a
meteor shooting across the sky. These works are merely a mimic of
those early avant-garde exhibitions. Traditional Chinese avant-garde art
is popular in present-day art markets both at home and abroad. Critics,
however, should keep a vigil over the phenomenon, for there is indeed
little if anything for us to be proud of within the world of Chinese avant-
garde art.
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